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Subject: Social Science (History) 

Chapter – 1  Introduction to History 

A.Gist of the chapter: 

History : History is an ordered record of occasions as they occurred before. 

For what reason should we study History : 

a)We should study history as it enlightens us concerning our past. 

b)It gives us understanding about our antiquated culture and way of life. 

c)It causes us to take care of the issues of the present day world. 

 

Time spans of History: 

a)Historians utilize the ordered arrangement for a superior comprehension. 

b)The years are counted from the date generally assigned to the birth of Jesus Christ, the 
founder of Christianity. 

 • All dates before the birth of Christ are counted backwards and usually have the letters BC 
(Before Christ) added on and  A.D. stands for two Latin words, ‘Anno Domini’, meaning ‘in 
the year of the Lord’ (i.e. Christ). 

c) Timeline of history is divided into three phases- ancient period, prehistory and history. 

 

Where people lived: 

a)People lived close stream valleys. Earliest people who lived near Narmada were skilled 
gatherers, — that is, people who gathered their food.  

b)Traces of life were found near Sulaiman and Kirtarhill range in North West. 

c) Civilization of Indus is about 4700 years old and some of the earliest cities flourished on 
thebanks Son, Ganga’s tributary was the center for Magadha Empire and a huge kingdom. 

 

How was the name India derived: 

a)Inancient times, India (Bharatavarsha) was believed to be situated in an Island continent 
calledJambudweep. The region watered by the Indus (Sindhu) and its tributaries was called 
Saptasindhu. 

b) The Greeks were the first to use the name 'India'. 

b) Ancient Indian texts sometimes refer to the region lying between the Himalayas and the 
Vindhayas and extending from the western coast to the eastern coast as Aryavarta. 

 



 

 

How would we think about the past? 

•Archaeologist and history specialists contemplate a few sources to inform us concerning the 
past. There are two sources – archaeology and literary 

a) Archaeology : The scientific study of material remains (such as tools, pottery, 
jewellery, stone walls) of past human existence and activities is called archaeology. 
• Archaeologists utilize sources like monuments, artefacts, inscription and coins. 
 

b) Literary : Hand written or some other composed record of the past is known as 
literacy sources. 
• Literary sources incorporate two sorts of writings – religious writing and secular 
writing. 

 

Conclusion : 

The history that you read is the result of lifelong research by many scholars. Their works 
help us to understand our cultural roots and to become good citizens. 

 

 

B.Copy work 

I. Define 

1.History : History maybe defined as a systematic study of past events on the basis of 
available material remains and records. 

2.Historian : Historians are the scholars who studies and writes about the past. 

3.Archaeologist : A person who studies the remains of buildings and objects made and 
used in the past. 

4.Monuments : Temples, forts, palaces and other structures built for some special purpose 
are called monuments. 

II. Answer the following questions : 

Q.1. What was the progress madeby man during the ancient period? 

Ans.a) During this period man evolved from a hunter and food-gatherer to a farmer and then 
to a trader. 

b)They established cities and later large kingdoms. 

c) They came into contact with many foreign countries and influenced by foreign cultures, 
arts and literatures. 

 

Q.2. What are artefacts? Of what importance are artefacts in the understanding of 
man's past? 



Ans.a) Articles such as tools, weapons, pottery, small sculptures, toys, coins etc. , made and 
used by man are called artefacts. 

b)By studying the remains of artefacts historians can tell us about the skills man had 
mastered and about man's lifestyle. 

Q.3.What kind of information can a historian get from a study of inscriptions? 

Ans. a) Inscriptions are engraved form of writing used for various purposes. 

b)Its provide a lot of information, important events, extents of kingdoms, languages in use 
and the literary skills of the time. 

Q.4. Differentiate between manuscripts and inscriptions. 

Ans. Difference between manuscripts and inscriptions are: 

Manuscripts Inscriptions 

1)Manuscripts were written by hand.  

 

2)These were usually written on palm leaf, or 

on the specially prepared bark of a tree 

known as the birch, which grows in the 

Himalayas. 

1)These are writings on relatively hard 

surfaces such as stone or metal. 

2) Sometimes, kings got their orders 

inscribed so that people could see, read and 

obey them. 

 

 

III. Worksheet 

A.Fill in the blanks: 

1.People who gathered their food are called ________. 

2.Inscriptions were written on the _________ . 

3. History is generally divided into _______ time periods. 

4. _______ are the smaller rivers that flow into a large river. 

5. The earliest cities areflourished on the bank of river ______ . 

B. Define the following terms:  

i) Archaeologyii) Literary 

C. What do you understand by BC and AD. 

D. Think and answer : 

i) How are coins a valuable source of information about ancient India? 

ii) What was the ancient Indian name of the river Indus? 
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Class-VI 

Subject: Social Science (Civics) 

Chapter – 1   UnderstandingDiversity 

A.Gist of the chapter  

Diversity: Difference among people on the basis of religion, language, eating habits, etc. is 
called diversity. 

 

Benefits of Diversity: Diversity gives many benefits in our life. Diversity adds variety to the 
way we live. We learn to understand and respect different types of culture because of 
diversity. 

 

Social Groups:  

•Human beings cannot fulfil all their needs on there own. They have to depend on others for 
the fulfilment of their needs. 

•The different gatherings are family, community and nation. 

 

Diversity and Interdependence: 

• Within a social group, people perform different types of activities, depending on their 
interests, abilities, skills and education. This divides the work needed to fulfil the needs of 
everyone in the group. 

 

Diversity in India : 

•India is a highly diverse country, with a variety of geographical and climatic 
conditions. 

•Followers of different religions are different in many aspects; like customs, festivals, 
beliefs, eating habits and traditional costumes.  

•The huge diversity makes our country rich in terms cultural differences. 

•The term ‘Unity in Diversity’ was first coined by Jawaharlal Nehru. Nehru coined this term 
because diversity proved to be the strength for our country. 

 

B.Copy work 

I.Define: 

1.Community: A group of families either living in the same area or having some common 
links is known as a community. 



2.Nation : The large group of people living in a country, under a common government, is 
called a nation. 

II.Answer the following questions: 

Q.1. What is a family? Name the two main types of families based on the number of 
members. 

Ans: a) Family is the smallest social group, We can be seen diversity in almost every family. 

b) The two main types of families are nuclear families and joint families. 

c) Nuclear families, in which only parents and their children live together. 

d) Joint families, in which parents, children, grandparents and other close relatives live 
together under a common roof. 

 

Q.2.Give one example to show that climate influences the way people dress. 

Ans. Thegeographical andclimatic conditions influences the people dress differently. For 
example, those who live in Kashmir, a cold and mountainous area, wear a loose robe called 
pheran. Inside this loose dress, they carry a kangri, this protects them from the cold weather. 

 
Q.3. What do you think living in India with its rich heritage of diversity adds to your 
life? 

Ans.a) India is a country of diversities. We speak different languages, have various types of 
food, celebrate different festivals, practise different religions.  

b) However, despite all this, we unite together as Indians.  

c) We share the same national symbols, national virtues and feelings. 

 

Q.4. Give examples to show that different people do the same thing differently? 

Ans.a) India shows diversity in geographical and climatic conditions, social institutions, 
languages, religions and ways of life. 

b) The diversity causes different people to do the same thing differently which brings variety 
into their lives. 

c) For example, the harvest festival of India is celebrated by the every Indian state in its own 
unique style i.e. Baisakhi in Punjab, Onam in Kerala, Bihu in Assam, Makar Sankranti in 
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. 

 

III. Worksheet 

A.Fill in the blanks: 

1. A large family consisting of grandparents, parents, aunts, uncles and cousins is 
called____________ . 

2. _______________ is the most diverse country of the world. 

3. All Indians speak the ________ languages. 



B. Write the names of the states where the following festivals are celebrated:  

a) Bihu  

b) Onam 

c) Pongal 

d) Chhat Puja  

e) Durga Puja  

f) Teej 

g) Ganesh Chaturti 

C. Make a list of the food that you have eaten from different parts of India. 

D. Mention any two states with their traditional dress? 
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